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Experiments and Confidetations about the FORO- 
S ITT of BODIES^ in two E flays by the Honourable 
Robert Boyle Efq\ Fellow of the Royal Society 
Lond.in 8° 1684. 

'"TpiHe Honourable Author,continuing his endeavours 

i toeftablifh a (olid and rational Philofophy, does 

•*" in this book dif courle of the fmall Pores of Bodies, 

a fubje&of very great importance towards an intelligible 

account of Occult Qualities. 

The Book confuting of two Effays, the former of them 
treats of the Poroufnefs of Animal Bodies, and fhews that 
the parts of Animals (efpecialiy whilft the'fe are alive; 
arefurnifht with numerous pores; which is deduced from 
the Frame or Conftitution, of the (table parts of the bo- 
dies of Animals; 

From the nature of nutrition in Animals ; for that re- 
quires, that the body abound with Pores, into which con- 
gruous particles may be admitted, for the natural in- 
creafe of the part. 

From the great plenty of matter daily carried off by 
f weat, and infenfible tranfpiration 5 by which, and feve- 
ral other arguments, he proves the poroulnefs of the Skim 
he proves the fame thing in the membranes, that inveft 
the internal parts; in the urinary bladdersof dead ani- 
mals j and in the Films that line the (hells of Egg$. 

From the entrance of Effluvia into Animals; evident 
from the operation of fome plaifters, and vegetable oint- 
ments- from the effects of Pericarpia, or wrift-bands; 
and from Cantharides ufed in bliftering plaifters^ and ef- 
fecting the urinary paffages even before the skin of the 
blifter is broke : And theie Effluvia may be barely Fumes. 
Thus the Fumes of the permeating Menftruum have ting d 
apiece of filver coin through a moiftened urinary blad- 
der 
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tier j and a medicated liquor, inje&ed into the thorax of 
a Perfon of Quality, gave him the taft and fmellof the 
drugs, wherewith the liquor had been impregnated. 

From the bringing off the matter of an spites by 
feige, or urine : 

From the ftaining Ivory Purple with a folution of Gold 
in Aqua 7{egia ; blackifh with filver, and blewifh with 
copper, diffolved in Aq.Fortis* For proving the Poxofity 
oi Bones, he urges their fpecific Levity ; that Blood veffels 
pafsthem* that they injtbibe exhalations from the Air, 
and emit them again (as appears from the weighing 
bones at feveral feafons of the year j) and that Mercury 
has been found in the bones of fome perions, who have 
taken of it. 

The other EJfay is concerning theporou/nefs o£ folidbo- 
dies, which the Author proves, firft a priori, from the O- 
rigine, and Formation of divers hard bodies ; from the 
great difparity that may be found in the Ipecific gravi- 
ties of fuch bodies, as the Eye does not perceive to be Po- 
rous $ from the frame, andconftitution of folid bodies; 
for even they confift of particles which cannot be lup- 
pofed to touch one another fo exa&ly, as not to leave any 
Pore between them. Secondly a pofterhri, from fome 
experiments, and obfervations, arguingthe Poroulnefs of 
wood, Earthen veffels, ftones, metals, and even glafs it 
felf, concerning which laft the Author faies, 

Firft, 'tis very probable that Glafs may be pieced into, 
to fome diftance, even by vifiblc and tangible bodies. 

Secondly, common Glafs is not ordinarily permeable 
by Chymical liquors, tho ftrong and fubtii, nor by the 
dire&iy vifible, or odorable expirations of Bodies, tho 
abfolutely f peaking it be pervious to fome corporeal fub- 
ftances. 
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Toh.Dolasi M. ~D . Confdiarii ac Archiatri Haffo-Caf- 
fellani ENCR'LOpMDIA MEDIC/MM THE- 
0RETIC0-PRACT1OE, <?c. Francoforti WMoe- 
num An- 1 684. 4 . 

The account of this book will beft begin with the 
divifiou of it into its fix parts: The fir ft treats of 
the difeafes of the head ; the fecond, of thofe of the Tho- 
rax; the third, of thofe of rhe Abdomen; ithe fourth, of 
Feavors ; the fifth, of thofe incident to Women ; the fixth 
and laft, of thofe of Infants and Children. 

This Author juftifies the title he gives his book by 
accounting for difeafes both as to their caufes, and cure, 
according to the "opinions of all Phyfitians both antient 
and modern ; particularly of thofe who have given name 
toaSedt He begins with the Gatenijh, whole opinions 
he faithfully relates: after them come Parace/fus, HeU 
mont y Willis> Sylvius and Cartefius, whofe natural philo- 
fophy hath iaied the foundation of a party, though he 
himfelf was no Phyfician* 

Having related thefe opinions as an Hiftorian, (for 
he does not argue either for or -againft) he adds bis own 
theory & practice. ThzAnima Brutorum with him is called 
Microcofmeter, which preftdes over the whole body 5 
the other fubordinate faculties, hav their diibnd: names 
given them, and are defcribed as Vice-royes refidiug in 
the principal vifcera as in Provinces : Cardimelech in the 
heart; Gafteranax in the ftomach, and fo of the reft. In 
relation to thefe he defcribe- the difeafes in terms a'toee- 
ther political, and conformable to the general Metaphor 
of hisHypoth fis. 

Hi: Practice is moftly Chymical, and i^ems to be care- 
fully cho r cn; in vhich he gives a great deference to 
Ettmuller and Sydenham. He feems much inclined to 

transfufion 



transfufion, and inje&ion of medical liquors into veins, 
and quotes his own experience for it, in ma chiefs and 
fome other difeafes of the brain. And that there might 
be nothing wanting to his Encyclopedia, at the latter end 
of: each chapter, he has colle&vd Empirical remedies out; 
of diverie Authors* 
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Difquifitio de Majjia divinatrice (sr cperatrice isrc, 
Au6loreY tznciicoVLoncxio ^'Ftancoiurti <5^Lip- 
fiaj 1683. 

IN the General handling of Magick, he gives 
the feveral divisions Authors have made uleof, 
different according to the divert conceptions the/ 
had of its parts. He makes it fir ft, either Humane ; 
or Diabolical with their refpe&ive Species. Secon- 
dly, Natural, or Tranfnatural, under which lafthe 
comprehends the TranJ mutation of metalh ; under 
Natural come all the furprizing effe&sof Art, fuch 
as Artificial fires, malleable glaffe, incombuftible 
linnen } cures of Difeafes by magnetifm or Tran/plan- 
tation y $trange£$'ct\s in Chymiftry, and Mathernaticks, 
&c. 

After this general account, follow's a very parti- 
cular enumeration of its /pedes to the number of 
about Sixty nine, alphabeticallly placed, together 
with the Authors ; that treat of them ; out of all which 
the Author Angles Aleftryomancy for the lubber of 
this book. 

He thinks that the ftrange antipathy f if true J 
between a cock and Lion may be accounted for, ei- 
ther from the difproportion of the (bund to the 
Lions ear, as the grating of knives upon ffone is un- 
pleafant to us ; or as the noife of bells,or finging, ftts 
dogs an howling : or becaufe in Africa there are no 

C0C&, 
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cvcks,or laftly,becaufe though in other countries, as 
in Thefaly and Macedonia there are cocks? yet they 
never crow. 

The Auguries taken from the crowing of cocks, 
according to him, depend chiefly on the time, 
whether it happen before noon or after, and accor- 
dingly portend either good or bad fuccefle ; 
to which fome add the fign of the zodiack, and 
the motion of the Moon. Taking notice of Plato's 
definition of a Ate, till the Cynicks real animal, 
fpoil'd the philofophers Idea, he gives an account 
out of Dan: Major, of the head of an old man with 
a Turb tf/7/on,which direftly loekt on, appears fuch, 
but if you turn it on one iide, it gives you the iliape 

of a Cock. 

From this prefciene of birds he takes oceafion 
to difcourfe about the winter quarters ot the Storks, 
whetheror no they go to, and come from diftant 
regions as the feafons of the year require, and that 
foexaclly (asfomeaflert) as toobfervethe/rf/i/«</e 
of places, and the- precejfion of the Equinoftial 
points. But having confuted this opinion by the 
inequality of their appearance, feveral inftances 
of which he gives ; concludes they do not fly 
to warmer climates, but, like other an ima Is, both 
birds and beafts, come from hidden places in the 
fame county, where during the cold they lye aileep* 
And afterwards gives as many reafons for it, as there 
are letters in Hibernaculum Ciconiarum, and that 

too 
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too in the Acro/lick. way, each fentence beginning 
with a' letter 'of thole words, according to their 
order. Then he mentions fome other obfervation 
concerning them, viz: that they will not build 
upon a Jtwes heule -.that they have been foen in- 
dubious in quenching fires by taking water up 
in their bills, and emptying them into the flames 
&c. together with fome guelfes how Swallows, and 
other birds which difappear in winter, doe live. 

He gives the original of the names of fome 
families, and! people, particularly of the Gauls, 
who, he is willing to think, were called fo, from 
fome good or bad property of this bird, and tells 
out of Petpus Gregorius and Merkerus that on 
the outfide oi the brain of a Coch^Lillies are drawn, 
or imagined to be drawn, alwaies one, and fome- 
timesto the number of three. 

The original of the Cock on towers he deduces 
from the Goth's, they making ufe of it much, both 
as an Emblem of vigilancy \nipeace,and of courage in 
war, fome people are reported to have ufed them as 
clocks, they being fuppo fed to crow every third houn, 
and when they are irregular, then they foretell 
change of weather. 

He gives an account particularly of that fort of 
AleShprnancy which coft fo many men their lives, 
under the Emperour Valens, whofe names began 
with ®eoa, thole letters the £cc£havirigpitcht up- 
on, for the Initials of the name of his/uccefor* 

From 
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From the confiderationof the Cock being moved 
thus by enchantment, he takes occafion to difcourfe 
of all forts of motions which he reckons up to the 
number of 1 9. Beginning with Artificial motion, 
here he confiders the aftrclogers opinion of what 
we call Freewill, how it is mechanically caufed by 
the unequal motion of the ftars, rather than from 
any determination from within; as alfo Cartefms 
his mechanical animal, Coskjnomancj alfp, and all 
other forts of Legerdemain. 

Under the Mctus Belialis comes the Incubus, to- 
gether with the manner of driving it away ; as all 
forts of Apparitions, and the Imaginary journeys of 
witches. So under ^Jymfatk^k *o,L he com- 
prehends the Divining wand, the Rernora, the Tor- 
pedo and the Helic trope :and alter all, his accounts 
of the various forts of unlawful motions, he asks 
this queftion, viz : what excufe the pretenders to 
thefefu perditions can make ; and reckons up; their 
anfwers according to the order and number of the 
letters, in Tr^fligiarum Satan* eycufatio.^ all which 
he confutes. Under the internal force of words, is 
comprehended the Cabala with all forts of Signa- 
tures- und Talismans, as alfo the art of refohin^ 
Quefiions by mixing the twenty four letters; and 
explaining doubts by verfes of Ovid and Virgil, 
&c.Aslikewifefome account of that natural language 
Adam was fuppofed to have had, by the very 
elocution of which alone, he exercifed the domi- 
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»/o#over the reft of the Creation. How Bears in Abr- 
way are called out of their dens by bad language : of 
breaking open doors by the word hephatha^ the 
force otMufick &c. And ends, with refteftions on a 
difcourfe or Marcus Mar ci in his philofophia re/lituta, 
wherein is endeavoured to be proved, that all efre&s 
how furprizing foever, are merely natural. 
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